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ABSTRACT 


This paper reviews the historical background of the 
Black Power movement in American society and its effects 
upon the military establishment with respect to ethnic 
constraints, institutional standards and the black per- 
spective. Major issues of both the advocates and oppo- 
sition of Black Power in terms of separatism and integration 
are also discussed. Research in terms of personal inter- 
Views with black military personnel is presented in a 
standard data display format and correlated to the black 
military individuals' self-concept and his understanding 
Cupencme ide lever movement.  Comnclusicns are presented 
in terms of institutional concepts and alterations neces- 
sary to accommodate disenfranchised society and minority 


groups within the military. 
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I. BACKGROUND TO BLACK POWER 


A. INTRODUCTION 

The impetus of this thesis is, first, to examine the 
circumstances that led to the birth of the Black Power 
movement, and second, to determine what effect Black Power 
might have on the self-concept of black military personnel 
and the military establishment as a whole. 

With even a cursory examination of the present status 
of the civil rights movement among blacks in the United 
States, one is able to discern a significant shift in the 
tactics employed to achieve equality and opportunity. While 
agitation and protest are certainly not new techniques for 
expressing the dissatisfaction that blacks have felt towards 
the American social system,~ there does seem to be a new 
perspective which has been introduced into the black view- 
point. Most significantly, this impetus expands the pre- 
viously reformatory goal into a more revolutionary one. 
The unfortunate connotations of violence associated with 
EevmoOmleroOn ws mowe Ve Gn 1 hequent ly obscure ism ne le Vance ann 
leschipinewthe Immedrate desire for widespread alterations 
igeeme black eultural symbolism and the social interaction 


Wii tieeAmMerrean SOGLCTY . 
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Here, social system is used in its broadest sense which 
also encompasses the economic aspects of the American system 
which many blacks find unacceptable. 





The shift toward a revolutionary attitude as it pertains 
to the black man's attempt to-eiter-.his -sacietal position 
is primarily due to the white.societv's having frustrated © 
all other means that blacks have attempted rather than the 
initial desire of the black man himself. This continual 
frustration has compelled blacks to turn to "illegitimate 
means'' to achieve their aspirations.” 

Basic to any successful social movement is an ideology 
that, on the one hand, justifies the activities of the 
adherents, and on the other hand defines specific elements 


of the existing social and cultural structure as corrupt. 


B. ETHNIC CONSTRAINTS IN AMERICAN SOCIETY 

America is both a class and a caste society. Americans 
are stratified in terms of class characteristics such as 
wealth, occupational prestige and formal education; in terms 
of a caste characteristic, race. Because of social, occu- 
pational and geographic mobility, class lines are not 
rheidly drawn in, American Society. The matter of caste is 
altogether different. Nieimone —orounp of C1E1zZens (in our 
case, blacks) are assigned to the lowest economic class and 
when institutional arrangements combine with historical 


precedent to permit no escape from that a-signment, a caste 


ait Should be noted that the means which evolve from 
SUCH a@ Situdtig@n are illegitimate only from the point of 
View of the dominant group. 





indeed exists. This is the argument supported by advocates 
of both Black Power and the civil rights movement. > 

Racism, as used in this thesis is defined in the opera- 
tional sense. This means that it must be based upon the 
way Baonite actually behave, rather than upon logical con- 
Sistency or purely scientific ideas. Therefore, racism may 
be viewed as any attitude, action, or institutional struc- 
ture which subordinates a person or group because of his ae 
tnetir color, Even though “race and “color" refer to two 
different kinds of human characteristics, in America it is 
visibility of skin color - and of other physical traits 
associated with particular colors or groups - that makes 
individuals "targets" for subordination by members of the 
so-called white majority. 

As a matter of further explanation, racism is not just 
a matter of attitude: actions and institutional structures 
can also be forms of racism. An "institutional structure" 
is any well established, habitual, or widely accepted pat- 
tern of action or organizational arrangement, whether for- 
iimOonreintormnal | ror example, the residential segregation 
of almost all blacks in large cities is an "institutional 


structure," 


SRarbour, PLOvwGEsmlticul back Power REVOlLt, Porter Sargent 
Publis ie igelo OS. 


Polrsen ~uwertinn social Class, Race, and Psychological 
Deve opment, okt, Rimehart “nd Winston, Inc., 1967. 





The separation of races is not racism unless it leads 
to or involves subordination of one group by another (in- 
cluding subordination of whites by blacks). Therefore, 
favoring the voluntary separation of races is not neces- 
sarily a form of racism. It would become racism if members 
of one group who wanted to cluster together tried to re- 
strict the locational choices of members of some other 
group in order to achieve such elenereia. 

No American is poor because his skin is white. Many 
Pose that millions of Americans are poor precisely because 
their skin is black. Many white immigrant groups suffered 
discrimination because of their ethnic background, but, as 
President Johnson's Commission on Racism states, "never 
was it so pervasive as the prejudice of coior in America, 
which has formed a bar to advancement, unlike any other." 
Black Power advocates feel blacks have been a caste in 
American society for over two hundred years with caste 
membership determined on the basis of skin color. They 
also feel the white American majority enslaved, politically 
disenfranchised, exploited and separated the caste of black 
Americans. For reasons then, of both individual and ee 
tutional racism, blacks as a group have remained in the 
lowest economic stratum. Black Americans are not distri- 


buted equally throughout the different occupational, income 


eee onal LAGisietie memrcan Socictv; NAVPERS 15243, 
feo. vovernmnent Printing Office, 1973. 
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and educaticnal groupings in society.” However, there are 
also problems and grievances. which -poscr whites share with 
ghetto blacks .. . poverty,..suhstandard housing, welfare 
practices, inferior health care and inadequate schooling. 
Social mobility is considered the yardstick when consider- 
ing differences of opinion between advocates of the civil 
rights movement and their poor white counterparts. The 
social mobility process may take generations, but many poor 
whites have moved up the class ladder from lower to middle 
and middle to upper class. It is argued by supporters of 
the civil rights movement that the economic position of 
whites 1S improving while blacks have always been in the 
lowest economic category and find themselves constituting 

a greater percentage of the poor. During the Fifties, for 
example, there was a net decrease of 200,000 overcroweded 
housing units occupied by whites, while the number of over- 
crowded housing units occupied by blacks increased 300,000 
units.° The assumption then becomes - that while whites 
are escaping poverty conditions because class barriers alone 
do not prohibit white Americans from moving up in our so- 
Sey wor blacks in weban and rural ghettos of America, 
the caste of race is frequently the determinant of their 


class position.’ 


Institutional Kacismeolimnmerican society, NAVPERS 15243, 


Usoemcovciimentserintine Off] 
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C. INSTITUTIONAL STANDARDS AND SOCIAL/MILITARY JUSTICE 

To preclude the risk of generalization about “institu- 
tional" racism, it is the intent of the authors' to dif- 
ferentiate institutions as complex entities of society 
(complete with an organization and value system) from busi- 
ness institutions which also have standards which present 
barriers to social change. 

Institutional standards in American society cannot be 
generalized and medica to capsule form, While there may 
be as many standards as institutions, certain specifics 
about institutional standards can be discussed to provide 
the range and category of standards confronting any social 
movement. 

Social institutions are compiex entities involving both 
an organization (formal and informal) and a value system. 
Institutions could be viewed as the hub, around which the 
Sone SeOmesoclety function. If society 1s to change (for 
better or worse), the institutional hub must be modified to 
accommodate this change. Society is supported by institu- 
tional structure and if conditions/elements within society 
BEeweolsrdered = unaceeptable by specific interest groups, 
the aspirational goal of these groups must be channeled 
towards changing the heart of society - the institutional 
organization and/or value system. The tools of disenfran- 
chised society may be identified by mass awareness, concern, 
ana decided action; all prerequisites to social change. It 


PE Peoimomventy a nOlmi that 15 Often overlooked by well meaning 


TZ 
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advocates of change, the difference between a prerequisite 
and a solution. 

Public institutions may well be drawn by cross purposes 
of goals. This is evident by varying degrees of commitment 
given integration by institutions. There could also be a 
conflict between merit which contributes to the efficiency 
of an institution and equality of opportunity which may have 
goals other than performance or efficiency. 

Business institutions on the other hand also operate 
within a framework of standards and values, but these 
Standards and values are intended to preserve minimum levels 
of efficiency and production. A factory that produces an 
item such as an automobile has standards that must be met 
by each automobiie assembled. Similarly, a service organi- 
zation such as a hospital has a level of patient care that 
the administration feels it must maintain as part of its 
responsibility to those it serves. 

In order to meet achievement standards, business in- 
Stitutions seek to hire those people who will do the best 
job and who will fit easily into the institution. This 
means that there must exist another set of standards by 
which to measure the acceptability of those who seek careers 
MECH PIStiEUGrOnMs Gwaese Standards take the form of qual- 
ifying examinations, personal interviews and required train- 
iw ome x per) Cnce . 

Most adminvstrators in business, civil s€rvicc, univer- 


ea clcsne service Organizations, and the military have stated 
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explicitly that a man's race is not one of the standards by 
which his acceptability is measured. The businessman ex- 
plains that not only does he believe it“te be immoral to 
practice discrimination in hiring, but it would also hurt 
the company to turn down needed talent on the basis of race. 
Using this policy, known as equal opportunity hiring, in- 
Stitutions have attempted to keep their own achievement 
standards in tact while serving the cause of social justice. 

If institutions limit their responsibility to opening 
their doors to all qualified comers, the subordinate eco- 
nomic status of the black population will be perpetuated 
indefinately even if all overt discrimination in acceptance 
standards is wiped out. 

Rater malisti1e policies, where they involve whites act- 
ing on behalf of blacks, foster racism in several ways. 
First, they deny the ability of blacks to formulate effec- 
tive solutions for their own problems, thus containing the 
assumption of white superiority. Second, such policies 
continue the control of whites over blacks by insisting 
that the power within poverty programs remain in the hands 
Prewirccs, Finally, they enable whites to escape their 
own critical problem of white racism and to avoid criticisms 
OPewate: InsStitutronal behavior. ® 

In varying degrees, the Negro civil rights movement in 


Picci onaues has been going on for over one hundred 


8 


Uo emaewernment £rintine Oltace, 1973. 
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years and constitutes an important element in the overall 
struggle for greater individual freedom. Prior to World 
War II, the American military institutions contained many 
of the same patterns of racial prejudice that were preva- 
lent in the general society. Charles E. Silberman noted in 
his book, Crisis in Black and White,” that the cross-cul- 
tural exchanges and multiracial situations resulting from 
World War II dramatized the basic morality of equal rights 
for all peoples and races. The rapid changes which char- 
acterized the racial patterns of post-World War II American 
society were witnessed in the Nation's Armed Forces, and 
in many instances the Armed Forces were able to accommodate 
better to the necessary changes than the greater society. 
While progress toward greater Negro civil rights was 
considerable between 1940 and 1960, many people (black and 
white) stated that the rate of change was too slow. These 
people then advocated a departure from all legal procedures. 
Negro civil rights' activities became increasingly marked 
by illegitimate measures that challenged the legitimacy of 
established authority and instilled fear within the general 
population. Then, when a large segment of the society re- 
garded civil rights‘ activity as dangerous and reacted with 
Suppressive measures, the civil rights movement took on the 


appearance of a revolution. 19 


*charles Pe Pemilanae crisis in Black and White, Random 
House, 1964. 


OP MCT AE, 87. 
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Degetite BiaAckK PERSPECTIVE 

The connotation of the word revolution immediately fac- 
tionates people into their respective emotional camps. A 
more objective term could be "restructuring" or re-arrange- 
ment.'' Perhaps the most fundamental aspect of the present 
black perspective is the collective assertion of ability, 
desire, and need to re-arrange institutional structures. 
Those who adhere to this point of view believe that these 
institutional structures must be re-made to meet the needs 
of blacks in America. ++ 

It is further believed by advocates of Black Power that 
blackness, as a highly visible quality, can become the ob- 
jective of positive, as well as negative, evaluation by 
those who possess the quality. Just ae it can operate to 
exclude, it can operate to include. Those who support the 
call for Black Power seem to be redefining "blackness" in 


just such a manner, stressing its positive aspects and using 


it to unite the black community with a feeling of brotherhood. 


Another important aspect of the black perspective is the 
learning experience with which minority persons are faced. 


Such an experience is frequently described as culminating 


iS 


irene sative Selt-evaluation . The minority person learns 


ta ctokely CarmMrenaelmand Charles Hamilton, Black Power, 
EuCuLOlItiGs Of Lib@ration in América, p. 19, Vintage Books, 
OW 


te rbid. 


eT é point is stressed in Jean PD). Grambs' book, Negro 
Pome -concent, McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1965. 
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not merely that his distinctive characteristics is inferior; 
that he belongs to an inferior srovun and, therefore, he must 
act according to a specifically limiting role, a role that. 
does not allow the person to be himself. 

Thus, the term "Black Power'' includes ideological and 
normative implications concerning "blackness" as well as 
the important aspect of implementation of this new perspec- 
Zee the power aspect of the term. 

However, not all blacks subscribe to the "black charac- 
teristic capsule" - the feeling of inferior because of be- 
longing to a so-called inferior group. This is strongly 
Supported by numerous black Americans in all phases of em- 
ployment. Representative of this "group" of black Americans 
imo Von hee Alexander, a lending officer with the Seattle- 
First National Bank. He stated that perhaps one of the most 
interesting phenomena taking place in the ghettos is that 
the black man is beginning to believe in the "American 
dream.'' The American dream is what made the Italians leave 
Peaivewune Irish leave Ireland, the Germans leave Germany, 
and more recently, the Hungarians leave Hungary. The 
American dream said to these immigrants, ''Come to America 
Mom Olewilie have religious freedom, political power, edu- 
eattolalnopportunatres, full employment; and if you have 
Mise eeemeain type Of Mystic Characteristic called ambition, 


we will make businessmen out of you."+4 


I on ip Atexan@er, “What Do You Want, Mr. Black Busi- 
Meee ss BUOY, 2o02/-28, August 1971. 


ey 





The black man is saying - I am already here in America, 
and I want a piece of the action too. I want to channel my 
energies, my talents, and my know-how and become a success- 
ful businessman. 

- Alexander is also realistic when confronted by those 
who question black business failures. "Most often you hear 
that a businessman went broke because of lack of money. 

Not so! The majority of businesses that go belly-up do so 
because of bad management. The reason black businesses 


fail is no exception."?” 


E. THE PROBLEM 
1. As Viewed by Black Power Advocates 

The primary problem facing both the Black Power and 
Hviierignts movement 15 one of leadership. 

Blacks are now seeking a new consciousness, i1.ée., 
attempting to develop a stronger sense of community and 
pride in being black. This feeling of pride cannot be in- 
Stilled by well-meaning liberal whites. Rather, black 


16 Leaders such as 


leadership is needed for this purpose. 
Stokely Carmichael, Nathan Hare, and Harry Edwards realize 
that in order for blacks to acquire this new consciousness 


they must have the power to control the aspects of society 


DS) see 


tS oyd BewoetbOUm Tire, Black Power Revolt, p. 225, 
follier Books, 1968. 
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Which have the greatest influence on their lives, i.e., 
housing within their community, etc. 1? 

However, Stokely Carmichael, Nathan Hare, and Harry 
Edwards do not comprise the total voice of the black com- 
munity. Other "leaders" have also voiced their ideas and 
opinions, and oftentimes find their ideas running counter 
to those of Carmichael, Hare and Edwards. These other 
"leaders" (or preachings) include such men as Charles Ham- 
ilton, Davana wkaistin, EBldriage Cleaver, Alvin F. Poussaint, 
Georg Simmel, the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and 
others - each viewpoint to be discussed in the Theoretical 
Framework section of this chapter. 

Another problem concerns the selection of goals 
within the Black Power and civil rights movement. Goal 
congruance is not only closely tied to movement leadership, 
but dependent. However, most black leaders will agree that 
the Black Power movement shows promise to bridging the gap 
between the former inferior status of blacks, which many 
madeaccepued, tO this new consciousness and pride in being 
black. In other words, what has been suggested is that the 
Black Power movement has changed the image of blacks, and 
tom idacmemdanoed their seli-concept. Carmichael and Ham- 
ilton concur when they state that "the black community will 


TivesdaepOsitive image OL itself that it has created,"78 


1M’ Stokely Carmichael and Charles Hamilton, Black Power, 
the Politics of Liberation in América, Vintage Books, 1967. 





eens o19). 
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However, a consortium of documented future goals remain an 
issue. as. 
Z. As Viewed by the Military institutional Structure 

The Negro civil rights movement will continue to 
have considerable influence upon every aspect of American 
society. The nation's military "establishment" has been 
affected by the movement in the same manner as private in- 
stitutions. The morality of the movement notwithstanding, 
the Negro civil rights' actions have produced definite con- 
Straints for the military capability of the United States. 

The most important of these constraints is the one 
produced by the coalition of civil rights organizations and 
the antimilitary organizations. This coalition spearheaded 
the shift of public opinion awav from support of the late 
Vietnam conflict. On the surface, it appeared that the two 
did not possess enough common goals to justify such an al- 
liance, but the concern of the civil rights leaders over 
the priority given Vietnam vice domestic reform programs’ 
caused them to align themselves with the antimilitary group. 

The identification of the civil rights movement with 
the antimilitary movement was given its greatest boost in 
Peal 9625 when the late Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., took 
a strong public stand on the issue. Labelling the Amcrican 
Bevetiment as “the “greatest purveyor of violence in the 
world,'' Dr. King called for a halt in the bombing of North 
ade sOuth Vietnam, a unilateral cease-fire, the withdrawal 
of American troops, and negotiation with the National Libera- 


Sot nOnteemilie ireeded)) bhacks and “white people of 
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goodwill" to boycott the draft by seeking conscientious ob- 
jector status until his program was achieved. Dr. King 
indicated that there were three primary reasons which com- 
pelled him to take a stand against the Vietnam War; first, 
an awareness that the war was "playing havoc with domestic 
destinies" and making it more difficult to implement pro- 
grams to deal with the economic and social programs of the 
blacks and poor people generally; second, a fear that con- 
Stant escalation of the war could lead to a grand war with 
China and another world war; and third, the extension to 
international affairs of his personal philosophy of 
non-violence. 1?” 

Even though Dr. King did not gain the immediate 
backing of other civil rights leaders to his position, he 
was a man of international stature and the acknowledged 
leader of the American Negro civil rights movement. His 
influence among blacks was great, and his association with 
the antimilitary groups was of great significance on the 
national scene. 

Ihergrowing publirve AHieCHMneniontie nt with the Vietnam 
Wan. Of which Dr. King’s declaration was an essential part, 
ides teenOre- airticult tor the mulitary to end the war in 
Ticiianeoeyereducing 1tS ability to generate effective mili- 
fery= pOlleleal pressure. A proup Of Lourteen Américan 


scholars asserted this in December of 1967. These men, some 


LaDy, King to Weight Civil Disobedience if War Intensi- 
mcs se lemNew rork limes, ps» 1:4, 76:1, April 2, 1967. 
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of whom were authorities on Asian affairs, warned that the 


risk of confrontation would increase *uirress means of accom- 


modation were found by nations posscecssings interest in the 


Piciere.,  In-addition they Stated; 


"Hanoi is placing considerable hope at present 
upon the theory that the United States will end in 
Vietnam as did France - forced to accept defeat by 
a combination of internal political considerations 
and external pressures. As long as the Communists 
believe in this likelihood, they will take their 
presciu Mara Line = position...» Only when they decide 
that the internal political resources of the United 
States match in some degree its external military 
power will any solution other than unconditional 
surrender become feasible. In this sense, the out- 
come is being decided on the streets and in the 
homes of America as in the jungles of Vietnam. Both 
the government and its critics should face up to 
these facts."20 


Just as the civil rights movement served as a restraint 
upon the ability of American forces in Vietnam to complete 
their mission, it also restricted the use of military re- 
sources. The very purpose of American intervention - to 
guarantee the South Vietnamese people the right to self- 
determination - has helped focus the attention of the prob- 
femme Or Manoriity rights in the United States. It has demanded 
a consistency of policy in which civil rights and equality 
of opportunity for members of American minority groups have 


had to be considered in the Department of Defense planning. 


Pe DHEORETICGAL [IMPLICATIONS 
inewsubject sot Black Power anda 1S relationship to the 
self-concept of black military personnel has numerous theo- 


retical implications. 


{Vurxcerpts CElem otatenentoon U.>o,. Policy in Asia Made 


Dy 14 Am@rican Scholars," [he New York Times, p. 14:1, 12/20/70. 
Ting 





It is both the premise of this thesis and the point of 
view of Alvin F. Poussaint (a noted black professor of psy- 
chiatry and author) that the Black Power movement has im- 


oe Jean Grambs points 


proved the self-concept of blacks. 
out that the manner in which a person views himself has 
much to do with his behavior. Thus, if blacks are proud 

of themselves and their heritage, they are more likely to 
transfer this into positive action, i.e., take charge of 
their own organizations and communities. Grambs' point can 
also be related to W. I. Thomas' idea that "if men define 
Situations as real, they are real in their consequences ."“* 
From this, the self-fulfilling prophecy has emerged. If, 
as Thomas states, blacks define themselves as proud and 
Pemsens Or avorTtn, thcy wall act in Suck a manner as tec 
justify thelr definition. 

Charles Horton Cooley's idea of the "looking-glass self" 
is related to the idea just discussed - significant and 
generalized others. Cooley points out that one's "self-idea" 
has three components; first, how we imagine we appear to 
other people; second, our imagination of his judgement of 
Our appearance; and third, some type of reaction such as 
pride. In other words, the individual adopts the view of 


himself by taking into account the manner in which others 


react to him. Thus, if those individuals who have contact 


et Advin Ee Froussaince, “A Psychiatrist Looks at Black 
POUCim em OOIM sce: leeeto, Manech 1969. 
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with a black person act positively and express the attitude 
that "black is beautiful" and that blacks should be proud 
of their color, this reflected image of himself should have 
a positive effect on his self-concept. *° 

: The current Black Power movement also has ramifications 
in other aspects of social theory. Georg Simmel as shown 
that conflict has group-binding functions. Thus, blacks 
taken as a separate group would be more closely bound to- 
Poebecmebecausc OL sLNerhwecontlicts with the white society.°" 
feere. the Black Power advocates are defined as the in-group 
and are suppressed by the dominant white out-group. In this 
case, the friction with whites that Dr. King, Bayard Rustin 
and others thought would result from the Black Power move- 
WemtecoOum Nave hac beneficial effects in that 1t more 
closely unites blacks. 

Another related point that Simmel makes is that conflict 
is an index of stability within a society. If this is true, 
then the American society is healthier because of the intro- 
Mictulonwol the Black@ Lower Concept, Prior tO 1tS inception, 
much of the ill feelings and potential conflict was inter- 
nationalized and was never demonstrated. As a result of 


the urging of Stokely Carmichael and others, blacks were no 


longer hesitant to make their dissatisfactions and needs 


-3ceorg PMc Con Leh eand Ene Web of Group Affilia- 


trous, [he Fre@mPress, 1955. 


2" charles operon oooley wuunanenwature and the Social 
Order, quoted in Morris Rosenberg, Society and the Adolcs- 


ooo a Mage, po ti Princeton University Press, 1965. 
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known to themselves and to the white society. Simmel would 
view this as a healthy situation. bree 

Another relevant point that Simmel. makes is that con- 
flict creates associations and coalitions. This perspec- 
tive would be in contradiction to the views of Black Power 
supporters. It was their idea that, because of the unsuc- 
cessful coalitions that had been previously formed, whites 
could not be counted on as reliable allies, especially in 
conflict situations. One could look at the current black 
Situation; however, and justifiably point out that conflict 
with whites may very well draw the various factions of the 
black community together into coalitions. 

Floyd Hunter, in his book Community Power Structure, 
also makes a point that can be related to the current Black 
Power movement. Hunter was concerned with power in rela- 
tion to the context of the community. He maintained that 
the community was the basic source for such power and was 
the place where power Pens could be observed most 
easily.*° 

Using a very similar framework, Carmichael though that 
the local community should be the focus for the attempts by 


blacks to gain power. He also stressed that blacks must 


22 0p. Cr. 
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have self determination in their communities and rid them- 
selves of the onus of having to depend on whites for 
leadership. 

In a collective sense, the concepts of separatism and 
integration remain a key issue within the black community. 
Advocates of separatism support the idea that the tradition- 
al "class analysis" of society as favored by Marxists simply 
does not apply to Black America, because in ene eyes of the 
white community there are no black classes - all blacks are 
ultimately indistinguishable. A renowned black statesman 
or scholar passing by chance through a town undergoing a 
serious racial disturbance will be treated exactly like 
every other black in that community. Sound credentials, 
integrated upbringing and powerful connections cannot pro- 
tect him when white racist feelings are running high. 

The simplistic Marxist argument that the race problem 
is essentially a class problem, a result of the capitalis- 
tic structure of American society, is also invalid in the 
American context. "Overthrow capitalism and usher in a 
racist-free era of socialism" is the usual response of the 
Marxists to black separatism, for they view black separatism 
as a dangerous diversionary tactic which risks delaying the 
MAgrlculanerevG lution whieh they favor.“! 

iHdvever = mGcspi Gem thc ailsturbinge nature of overt and co- 


Vehtmunlbedes tO black SUrViVal, they probably contribute 


ST ahh oat SEO Menueoe WaAmdetom, ebony, 20:10, p. 50, 
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less to the mental anguish of the black man in a white so- 
ciety than does his problem of identification. 2° 
The mood in the ghetto today is in a state of unprecend- 
ed change and in this new climate a sense of nationhood is 
groping for expression. It may hold within it the key to 
mental health for Black America and the ultimate form in 
which this sense of nationhood will manifest itself cannot 
now be foreseen. One can, however, be sure that black 
people will never again allow themselves to accede to "in- 
tegration" as the sole possible route to their liberation. 
It is a rational act of healthy people who, through a long 
and bitter experience have learned that they must look to 
themselves, not to others, if they are ever to achieve their 
bk liberation. ”” 
Advocates Supporting integration, counter the arguments 
of the separists by stating that those in the black community 
who feel that integration is the way to achieve their goals 
and desires should support the idea that they must continue 
their struggle in whatever regime is set up. Integration- 


ises believe that a joining together in full partnership 


with other Americans who seek change is the way to a new 


“Age, Ow 

Cored 
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Dr. Andrew F. Brimmer is more specific on the theme of 
integration and supports the adca*oirmoetonomic integration 
as the path the black communit; shoeulc:foilow. He states 
that a solid economic foundation is a necessary precondi- 
tion for genuine political power and a necessity for any 
Siktures to rlourish, “This is true Fone eehnic groups within 
a country as well as for the nation as a whole. He views 
separatism as a process that restricts blacks - in the same 
way that a protective tariff in international trade shields 


the home market from foreign competition. ~- 


G. THEORIES OF BLACK POWER 

Adam Clayton Powell has been credited with coining the 
term "Black Power"! in May 1966, during an address at Howard 
University: 

Humalernehnts are God-given, Civil rights 

are man-made. . . Our lives must be purposed to 

implement human rights. . . To demand these God- 

given rights is to seek Black Power - the power 

to build black institutions of splendid achieve- 

ment, ''32 

Although Powell first used the term, Stokely Carmichael 
popularized the slogan during a civil rights march in Green- 
Valle yetassassippi. He told the marchers, ‘'We want Black 
Power, we want Black Power." 


PrOolmiesmimMecncton, tie call tor black Power has been a 


MeryecmOoOeClOndlecry. sine white Society immediately perceived 


oie, Andrew F. Brimmer, "Economic Integration and the 


Baatieoo sot UNC eNcCeno Community, Ebony, 25:10, p. 118-119, 
August i970. 
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it as an onslaught of violence and reverse racism. There 
was much confusion even in the black community over exactly 
hat the new slogan actually meant. This confusion was not 
due to the lack of explanation on Carmichael's part. He 
stated that Black Power was a call for blacks to unite in 
the country, not against whites but for blacks. He stressed 
that blacks should be proud of their heritage and proud of 
their color. Carmichael believed that blacks should define 
their own goals and lead their own organizations. These 
ideas should not be construed as being Nanti-white.''>> 
Rather, in order for the black man to achieve the dignity 
and self-respect which all men desire, he must feel and 
demonstrate that he is capable of overseeing his own af- 
fairs. For this reason, Carmichael stressed the importance 
of having blacks in the leadership capacities of civil 
rights groups such as the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
committee. He further stated that: 
"Before a group can enter the open society, it 

must first close ranks. By this we mean that group 

solidarity is necessary before a group can operate 

effectively from a bargaining position of strength 

imedoluralistre soOctery. o> 

Opponents of those who support Black Power claim that 


it is nothing more than black racism. According to Vander 


@anden. “Racism 1S essentially the doctrine that one racial 


33carmichael AMCmonittOM. op. -ett., p. 44. 
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or ethnic group is destined to superiority."°> 


Grearly. 
Black Power does not qualify as a racist concept. No claim 
is made about black superiority; rather, the claim is that 
blacks should have the power to control their own affairs. 
- Closely related to the charge that Black Power is racism 
in reverse is the idea that blacks should not advocate 

Black Power because of the possible "backlash" that it would 
cause in the white community. If this backlash does in fact 
‘occur, we could conjecture that it is an indication that the 
racist structure of our American society is merely trying 

to defend itself. 

Black Power advocates such as Carmichael and Floyd 
McKissick stress that coalitions are not necessary in order 
for blacks to further themselves. Carmichael postulates 
that there are three basic reasons why blacks should not 
strive for coalitions with whites. First, he believes that 
those groups with which blacks could form coalitions do not 
share the Black Power perspective that the entire racist 
social system must be recognized. Most white pcople be- 
lieve that areas within the system need to be changed, but 
that the overall American social structure should be main- 
mained.s Canmizehnacl beltevyes that the influence that the 


racist society has had on all white is too much to overcome 


to be an effective ally of the Black Power movement. 


5° James Nae tiem cancer can Minority Relations, 
Ronald Press Company, 1966. 
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The second reason why blacks should not seek white coa- 
litions is that blacks are politically and economically in- 
secure and that their coalitions would be with whites who 
are both economically and politically secure. Such an en- 
vironment would breed an alliance which would be a tenuous 
relationship at best.°° 

Black Power advocates also question whether or not po- 
litical coalitions can be sustained by appeals to conscience 
or moral considerations. They assert that political ques- 
tions are not susceptible to moral pressures. They also 
point out that "morality and sentiment cannot weather such 


no7 Ltrs 


conflict, and black people must realize this. 
the authors' belief that the third postulate is the one 
that leaves itself most open to criticism. It does not 
seem inconsistent that many whites feel a moral obligation 
Eo rectify the present racial situation in this country. 
Necessarily, this obligation is an important aspect of the 
present American society. | 

Alvin Poussaint points out a further reason why coali- 
Eroncepetween Dlacks and whites often do not work. Refer- 


ring to civil rights workers, he states that there tends to 


be an abundance of "social-sexual hang-ups," which eventually 


36 , 
Carmichael does not expand on what he means by econom- 
ic and political security; however, poor whites in America 
would rarely be considered economically secure. 


37 Carmichael Micon COM. Oven ictt., pr 76. 
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negates any possible positive effects that the coalition 
might cause. °° 

The Black Power perspective concerning coalitions may 
best be summarized by stating that leaders such as McKissick 
and Carmichael believe that blacks should Pines organize 
themselves and define their own goals. Then, if necessary, 
they can investigate possible available allies. 

The most prominent figure to refute the Black Power per- 


spective is Bayard Rustin. Rustin is of the opinion that 


Black Power actually hurts the black movement because it 
39 


isolates blacks and encourages anti-black forces. Re= 
lated to this point, Rustin further states the Black Power 

is also harmful because of the division it has caused within 
the black leadership structure. Ever since the assassina- 
trons of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and Malcolm xX, the 
community has lacked a leader that commanded the following 

of either of the two slain leaders. Nearly all black leaders 
agree that this lack of unity has been a hindering factor 
preventing the undertaking of a more forceful approach to 
change the structure of the American society. Carmichael 


and Rustin also disagree over what effect bloc voting has 


Mimer cece lini ssionterveant Change in the life style of the 


38aivin Peeve OUSSAINE Op. CLL. 


ies seems dikely that those individuals in the white 
society who are encouraged by Black Power to act in a nefa- 
tive manner towards blacks probably would be inclined to 
act in such a manner even without Black Powcr being 
mentioned. 
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black man. Carmichael asserts that an important aspect of 
Black Power is the political power that can be manifested 
as the result of this new black consciousness. He stresses 
that blacks should vote in blocs in order to exert more 
pressure on the white dominant power structure. Rustin 
goes further, however, and believes that blacks voting as 

a bloc exert little or no power when viewing the nation as 
a whole. He readily admits eleicelig, akial specific iL sie) Wkeliereal a139) = 
Stances blacks have banded together to elect their own 
feondaidates: however, such instances are rare and blacks, 

by themselves, do not yield sufficient power to alter their 
present situation to any great degree. Rustin's answer, 
not surprisingly, lies in the formation of coalitions with 
other minorities. He believes that the added numbers which 
coalition politics brings are a more pragmatic answer to 
the problems facing blacks rather than Carmichael's idea 

of blacks working by themselves. 

This disagreement between Carmichael and Rustin can be 
viewed as a conflict between the pluralistic and assimila- 
tory perspectives. Black Power advocates, who espouse the 
former concept, believe the American social structure should 
beveable to encompass two differing cultural backgrounds, 
1.e., both black and white cultures. More moderate black 
leaders, however, maintain the point of view that the white 
oideplack liteswstyLes snould become fused into a single 
harmonious structure. This disagreement over which is the 
more advantageous pérspective is yet another indication of 


Pie lack of Wnity an the black leadership structure in 
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America. There also appears to be a lag between the leader- 
ship offered by Black Power advocates and the beliefs of 

the typical black person in this country. While leaders 
such as Carmichael and McKissick favor the pluralistic 
Viewpoint, it is the authors' belief that it would be more 
typical that the average black man would favor the assimi- 


latory strategy. /° 


Warley and Harris substantiate this point in their 
Study of Amerit@an minoritrés. {See Joseph C. Hough, Jr., 
black Power and White Protestants, Oxford University Press, 
1968) It should be noted, however, that the current trend 
is probably shifting more and more toward pluralistic per- 
spective of the Black Power movement. 
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TJ. REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 


A. ‘ADVOCATES OF BLACK POWER 

Supporters of the factors comprising the Black Power 
philosophy can be seen throughout our history. One of its 
more well-known advocates is Marcus Garvey who did much of 
his work shortly after the turn of the century. Although 
he did use the specific phrase, "Black Power," he spoke of 
many of the same ideas that Carmichael and others have 
called for more recently. Garvey stated that the time had 
come for all Negroes to join together, to use their own 
leadership, and to establish goals that would further the 
progress of all Negroes. He thought that one of the pri- 
mary goals for which they should strive was human liberty. 
Garvey formed an organization that faced much of the same 
hostility that Black Power supporters are faced with to- 
day. The Universal Negro naOeMone Association, as it 
was called, was continually accused of creating disharmony 
among races. Many people also believed that the organiza- 
tion was an anti-white group which intended to malign all 
people who differed with their point of view. Garvey and 
ims tollowers were mot passivists; however, he stated many 
mimes their only purpose was to better the condition: of 
Negroes both in America and Africa and to demand the re- 


spect which all humanity desired. 


Tone eotant Ca. Bhidek Protest, Fawcett Publications 
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Garvey is also perceived by integrationists (supported 
by Roy Wilkins) as a separatist. Garvey had an advantage 
which present day separatists also enjoy: he was advocating 
something that millions of white Americas purportedly were 
hoping for. Garvey supposedly would lead his following in 
hopes of setting up a separate state - a black state. This 
would result in the removal of millions of blacks from the 
midst of white America. The Garvey creed was simply re- 
verse racism. White was inferior and black superior. In 
jnle African church, God was black, as was the Virgin Mary, 
but Satan was white. The Garvey "Black Christ" concept has 
been taken over in total by some of todays black clergymen- 
entrepreneurs. However, Carveyism has been rejected by the 
mass of black Americans. (7 

Another individual who foresaw the struggle that blacks 
were facing in attempting to gain power was Frederick 
Douglass. Although he preceded Carmichael, McKissick, Hare, 
and others by more than a century, he very accurately an- 
ticipated the problems that blacks would be facing one 


4% 


hundred years later. Hew bedveveds tial anorder tor free- 


dom to exist within a Society, a certain amount of turmoil 


fe poy Vibe t= ee ihec ete tOl, sal a ook mony 5, 25 10 | 
August 1970. 


4 Sthis may be an indication of two possible situations; 


tipsteetmat hewdid, im £act, have great foresight or, 

second and more likely, that Douglass was facing the same 
Proulems in the pr@=abolition era that blacks are facing 

ie O/teeetece Very little ‘progress’ has actually taken 
Place Conecmming the problems confronting blacks in America. 
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and agitation were necessary. He used the analogy that, 
if crops were to grow, the ground .muct,he plowed. ** It was 
also his contention that the.dominant nower structure would 
make no concessions to any group merely because they asked 
politely; rather, they must demand Snare Givanle pire hts 
workers found this still to be true in the 1960's. Whereas 
in the past, if blacks asked to be allowed to use the same 
facilities as whites, i.e., busses, resturants, etc., little 
or nothing was done. However, since the advocacy of con- 
fronting the white power structure with demands, more change 
appears to be taking place.” 
Carmichael maintains much the same point of view. He 
thinks that if blacks do nothing more than make meed demands 
and smile, this will be deluding the white society into a 
false sense of security. As has been mentioned above, Black 
Power to Carmichael means that blacks should come together 
as a political power bloc and force the white power structure 
to meet the needs of black people. These needs are not 
limited to political issues. Rather, they encompass the 
economic structure, the educational system, and the social 


Structure of hake. 


4 Recent problems facing many colleges and universities 
feeest £O EhiS very point. Black students "asked" for Black 
Studies departments to be instituted for as long, sometimes, 
as three years with no results. They then found that if what 
they had heretofore asked was demanded, sometimes under threat, 
results were seen much sooner. 


5 OTloy.d Peano moda One? G., 0. 05-/60;) Carmichael] 
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Floyd McKissick's views concerning Black tower are clearly 
stated in the book, The Black Power Revolt. In the book, he 
points out that the Black Power movement is a valuable tool 
in that it would aid blacks in achieving new power in six 
different areas: first, the expansion of black political 
power; second, the building of economic power for blacks; 
third, the improvement of the black self-image; fourth, the 
development of blacks in the leadership capacity of their 
community; fifth, the attainmnet of judicial Federal law 
enforcement; and sixth, the implementation of black consumer 
power. *! As one can immediately see, McKissick stresses the 
aspect of consumer power to a greater degree than does 


48 In the former's attitude that if blacks unite 


Carmichael. 
in a consumer power bloc they wiil be abie to do away with 
many of the disgraceful situations that blacks are confronted 
with daily. He had in mind, particularly, locations such as 
San Francisco and the Bedford-Stuyvesant area in New York 
were shop owners were charging higher prices for goods of 
lesser quality than merchants in more affluent suburban 
areas. Both McKissick and Garam nee agree that the key to 


the Black Power issue lies in significant numbers of blacks 


joining together and speaking in a loud and unified voicc. 


loyd Debi GboOue wre op. C2c.,. ps 2il. 


1Bonis SUme omen samaine Canwpe traced to one of the 
RODNGeES OL tie plack Power philosophy, Marcus Garvey. He 
was one of the earlier black leaders to use the slogan, 
aouy Bbhack," 
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Perhaps Alvin F. Poussaint provides the most complete 
summary regarding this "togetherness" concept. He stated, 
"we talk so much about black unity, but some of the people 
crying black togetherness seem to create ways to keep us 
divided and fragmented. Sometimes it appears that we should 
worry more about how we split among ourselves and less about 
how whites keep us divided. We have to give up the narrow 
individualistic approach so that the blacks in Harlem can 
relate to the blacks in Mississippi and feel that common 
bond. I believe the best chance for black survival lies in 
black solidarity, with the mental strength to deal in the 
affairs of the whole world, ""” 

Another aspect of Black Power heretofore not discussed 
is the question of what effect white power has had on the 
Black Power movement. Nathan Hare, a prominent black leader 
and former professor of Stokely Carmichael, points out that 
white power is so pervasive and "natural" in this country 
that the white "oppressors" are hardly aware of its exist- 
ence. Hare is quick, however, to point out exactly what 
Poeaiteby tie terms. He States that 1t 15 white power that 
keeps the income level of blacks to half what it is of 
whites; that it is white power that causes the average black 
MameuOndie ten years earlier than the average white; and it 
is white power that is sending healthy, young black men to 


fight in Vietnam and die at rates far exceeding that of 


"7 Alvin eoulsscatmito Dialog on S@paratism,' p. 68 
Poonywe 25-10, August 1970. 
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whites for rights for the Vietnamese that they themselves do 


not have in ieee 


Hare aisvu*tyiicaiiy points out the 
color consciousness in our socYrety“thai-many whites fail to 
see: 

"Both black and white children are taught in 

school to honor white Patrick Henry (yes, the 

color of his skin does and did matter) who stood 

and said 'give me liberty or give me death'. 

Should a Negro stand and say the self-same words, 

they would more than likely give him death."5l 

Hare goes on to explain why Black Power is needed as a 
philosophical perspective of the new black movement. He 
pelteves that the non-violent attitude of the past has out- 
lived its usefulness. He states that tactics (such as non- 
violence) are useful only until the opposition is able to 
anticipate your moves, after which they become dysfunctional 
to the movement. 

Nathan Wright, in his book Black Power and Urban Unrest, 
points out that the "consciousness of in-group solidarity" 
which Black Power fosters is a quality that many groups 
enjoy. He sights the intense pride that Jews, Irish and 
scotch-Irish feel toward themselves and further points out 
PidteDlacks have had this sense of prade stripped from them. 
Pmig@eh lower Ne tecls, will help restore this positive out- 


Week of blacks toward MrcmeO wos. 0 


OF loyd PET OOUmanmcCU OD en CHtcat Pp. 210. 


SW hick yeu PI 


> Nathan piven. bo beack Power and Urban Unrest, 
mavihorn Books, Inc., 1967. 


40 





Alvin Poussaint corraborates the views held by Wright.>> 


He points out that because of the current Black Power move- 
ment blacks have been instilled with a greater sense of 
black awareness and pride in their heritage. (It is in- 
teresting to note that Nathan Wright discussed black heri- 
tage in terms of being a ‘'European-American Indian-Black 
African hybrid.'' In his discussion he stressed that most 
blacks were of European background. When Poussaint refers 
to the historical background of blacks he makes reference 
only to African ancestry.) Poussaint also brings out the 
point that in most cases this newly found self-concept which 
blacks are now experiencing is causing a positive change in 
their attitude toward themselves; however, there are some 
individuals who have made Black Power a "blacker-than-thou" 
status game. He is quick to point out; that it is probably 
better for Negroes to try and be as black as possible rather 
than being as white as possible, which was the pattern 
previously. 

A lesser well known, but still important figure in the 
formation of the Black Power philosophy is Joseph Hough. 
In his book, Black Power and White Protestants, Hough states 
that even though Malcolm X preceded Carmichael, he still had 
an important influence on the ideas of great numbers of 
miateksS today. “Had 1t not been for Malcolm X's change in 


attitude about the “white devil" after visiting Mecca, the 


>°Floyd B. Barbour, ed., op. ctt., p. 106-116; Alvin F. 
BouUssdimMe, Op. 8e7¢t., ©. Van Woddward, The Stracse Career of 
wimcuow, Oxford University Press, 1955. 
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current race relations could have been more strained than 
they already are. Prior to his ‘yrip;"Mcicolm stressed 

many of the same things that-the.Black Boewer advocates now 
do, i.e., self-determination, uniting together to form po- 
wer blocs, etc., however, he also believed all whites were 
"devils" and saw little chance of blacks and whites living 
together in brotherhood. After visiting Mecca and witness- 
ing men of all colors living together in peace, Malcolm X 
altered his previous position and thought that possibly there 
was hope for blacks and whites to coexist in the same social 


structure. 


B. TRANSITIONAL PERSPECTIVE 

Martin Luther King, Jr., proved to be an important fig- 
ure in the eventual acceptance of Black Power by large 
numbers of blacks. Although he opposed Carmichael's views 
at first, he later accepted the call for Black Power. In 
1966, Dr. King was quoted as saying that Black Power was... 
"unwise because of its violent connotations." He continued, 
Tedeingys 1can conmbidently believe the call tor Black Power 


aa Just over a year later, however, 


will rapidly diminish." 
Dr. King stated that Black Power was a call for blacks to 
limmeenandeto exert their cconomic and political strength for 


Hecitimate goals. He even went further, pointing out that 


>A vartin PUmiciehinveeeire. ‘Black Power and Martin 
PigitGcie  sem TOmnessive, sO: 15-16, November 1966. 
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no one can deny that blacks need this kind of power. 
King, like many others in both the black and white com- 
munities, seemed hesitant at first to support the Black 
Power perspective. However, when it became apparent that 
this slogan did not mean that violence was imminent, Dr. 


King and many other blacks more readily accepted the new 


philosophy. 


C. BLACK POWER OPPOSITION 

The most vocal and well known opponent of Black Power 
(within the black community), is Bayard Rustin. He takes a 
radically different point of view from that of Carmichael 
and his supporters. It is Rustin's opinion that Black Power 
is nothing more than an emotional phrase which has done 
little except polarize black/white relationships. As was 
briefly mentioned earlier, Rustin believes that Black 
Power is also the reason for the split in the leadership of 
the civil rights movement. He further is of the opinion 
that the movement which Carmichael had popularized is pri- 
folly ssoncecined with political power, He attracts the 
latter's ideas as being too A dlaauldigieae and asserts that 
just because the blacks were able successfully to organize 
Lowndes County, Alabama, this was far from an indication 
that this same procedure could be realistically employed 


on a nation-wide basis. Rustin also introduces a new concept 


>" "BL ack LOMO menicdmnldekwlride. — lire. 99 :20-21., 
December 1967. 
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that Carmichael and other Black Power leaders fail to com- 
ment on: namely, that the color of the politician was not 
the important point; rather, it was what political perspec- 
tive he represents. He justifies this comment by stating 
there were a number of areas in the United States that are 
presently represented by black politicians, and yet school 
segregation continues to worsen, °° Rustin also differs with 
many of those who believe in Black Power, in that he be- 
Mieves that blacks will continue to place their faith in 

the Democratic party. He states that to blacks the party 
means progress, i.e., the New Deal, the New Frontier, and 
the Great Society.?” Carmichael on the other hand, believes 
that the Democratic party is the party of the past for 
blacks and Pear eccats Eugene "Bull" Conners, Sheriff Jim 
Clark, James Eastland and other of similar political per- 
spective. At this point one cannot say which, if either, 

is correct. Sufficient time has not passed to obtain a 
proper historical perspective on the issues. Jhere has been 
a great deal of talk in recent months about the possibility 
of forming another party comprised of poor and disenfran- 
chised whites and blacks; however, to date, this idea has 


not progressed beyond the discussion stage. 


> Op iack LOweoreadvOcates recl Rustin failed to deal with 
Miewencine poitosopiy of Black Power by concentrating pri- 
marily on the political aspects of the concept. 


english, ticle ste va CO. , A-Compaehensive 
met tomany sor Psychological and Psychoanalytical Lerms, 
Maoted an Ruth €, Wylie, The Self Coneept, p. 1, University 
of Nebraska Press, 1961. ia 
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Arthur A. Fletcher, Assistant Secretary of Labor, sheds 
a different light on what -he consiccis* transitional perspec- 
tive. He does not recognite-er. ‘hitch his wagon" to any 
subunit within the black movement striving for recognition 
or social reform. He does; however, state his opinion on 
what course of action he thinks most beneficial to the total 
black community. He supports neither a separated nor par- 
tially integrated society - but an open society. Fletcher 
states that a totally integrated (open) society has been 
the ultimate goal of Black America ever since the first 
black man set foot on this continent. To move from the 
present to the ultimate will require a transitional stage - 
an interim stage described as an open society - one in which 
blacks and other racial minorities can, for the first time 
in history of this country, exercise freedom of choice in 
their daily affairs. He further supports his belief by 
Stating that Black America has definately moved from a 
totally segregated society into one where the concept of 
desegregation has not only been established but is rapidly 
being realized. Court decisions and legislation enacted 
during the past two decades have helped to bring about and 
secure this change. In fact, because the concept of Le 
regation is all but achieved, Black America must sustain 
tnewtains already realized by now moving to the next pla- 


tCeaullee that Ofean open society.°° 


8 arthur eee. Ncltner caeparated Nor Integrated - 
Dteiieopenmoocicmy, =8Luomy, 20:10, m 145, August 1970. 
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TII. METHODOLOGY 


Thus far, the Black Power concept has been described 
and discussed both by the advocates and the opposition. 
Although there are stated "strategy" differences among 
leaders with the Black Power movement, there is a concensus 
of basic ideals (or goals) which black leaders regard as 
essential if the movement is to succeed. These basic goals 
can be summarized as follows: pride in heritage, pride in 
being black, unity of the black community, use of force 
(if necessary) to obtain the goals sought by Black America, 
and effective black leadership with the Black Power 
movement.” 

It is assumed that blacks in all walks of life are 
familiar (in varying degrees) with the Black Power concept 
and its' general platform. Of particular interest to the 
authors however, was to what extent blacks in the military 
accord with the actual platform of Black Power. Of equal 
importance, was the response black military personnel might 
provide regarding their opinions of some of the goals Black 


Power leaders find themselves at odds with. 


>" Floyd Deb dLDOULr cde Ne sotdek. Power Revolt, Porter 
Sargent Publisher, 1968; Leonard Broom and Norval D. Glenn, 
mianstormation Of the Neoro American, Harper & Row, 1965; 
S. P. Fullinwinder, The Mind and Mood of Black America, The 
DoensOye Press, 1909; Martin’ Luther King, Jr., "Black Power 
emo tiartin Luther King,’ The Pregressive, 30-15-16, November 
966 . 
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To acquire these responses of individual opinion and 
attitude, an interview sheet was.nrenared. and the authors 
permitted access to a large.milJitary complex for the purpose 
of interviewing as many black military personnel as possible. 
The one constraining stipulation was that the names of or- 
ganizations and personnel must not be used for publication, 
and therefore remain confidential. 

The data sample was drawn from one hundred forty nine 
interviews of black military personnel conducted over a 
three month period. Each interview was an individual re- 
cordation and subsequently tabulated into a data display 
format - where interviewee responses to questions (variables) 
are applied against static individual characteristic data. 

Statistical analysis of this data is in the form of per- 
centages relating to the responses to key questions by the 
interviewees. This analysis is also presented in the data 


display format described above. 


A. INTERVIEW QUESTIONNAIRE INSTRUMENT 
The instrument used for this study was an interview 


60 the Dasic features 


WMestiennaire designed by the authors. 
Miemidestilree Gateporiles Of questions: first, questions 
Sollee gencetadl Gata characteristics, 1.€., pay grade, 


Pew see Mattia Status sectc.,; Second, questions specifi- 


cally relating to the Black Power movement; and third, 


O0rhe questions measuring the respondant's self-concept 
were designed by the authors' but heavily influenced by 
Morris Rosenberg’s book, Society and the Adolescent Self- 
Diesen pps 505-507, Franceton University Press, 1905. 
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questions regarding the self-concept of blacks, i.e., how 
blacks view themselves. 

The actual conduct of the interviews did pose a problem 
for the authors. It was the original idea to interview ap- 
proximately five hundred black military personnel at two 
widely separated military installations. However, due to 
the lack of cooperation with a number of personnel at one 
major installation, the authors' data sample had to be ob- 


61 In addition, 


tained in total from only one military base. 
there was some reluctance upon the respondants to answer 
questions presented by "white guys talking Black Power." 
This same reluctance would still be present regardless of the 
data collection instrument utilized; the black community 
would prefer to discuss Biack Power with black people. 
Neverthielcss, one hundred forty nine black military per- 
FomlcmMewenre Interviewed and their responses to key mes Cone 


on the interview questionnaire weighted heavily in the final 


analysis. 


Slit Siould bewmOcecdstiat tne lack of Cooperation was 
not particularly surprising and was due to a number of 
ieertimace reasons. Black military personnel at one spe- 
eit1e military installation had been enundated with ques- 
Promila ros: in recent months. This apparently due to en- 
ProGisane poll takers concerned with the November state 
fHigelocaiimecleetions. “A number of Dlacks at another military 
Fonmplex were reluctant to discuss Black Power with any white. 
To overcome this situation, black associates of the authors 
Ponsicmtcd tO aid im the data collection process. 
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The following "General Data" questions provided the 
Static characteristic infdrmatisn-cgeimet which individual 
responses to questions regarding Black Power and the Black 


Self-Concept were applied. This data display format'is used 


throughout the Research Findings section of this chapter. 


General Data 


il Pay Grade: 


de Sex: Male » Female 

3 Age: 

4, Marital Status: Single _,Married___,Divorced 

Se Husband or Wife employed? Yes » No 

6. Bid you volunteer tor military servicew=res No 
7. What prompted you to enlist in the service? 

8. Last grade completed in high school: 

Se Piece OLE ye CS men lOmmm, (cars Completed 


10. Are you continuing your education in any way? Yes No_ 
The following questions were developed by the authors 


to acquire several types of information about black military 


Persounel opinions of the Black Power Movement. °? 


eee is acknowledged that one interviewee's definition 
of Black Power may differ from another's; however, it was 
Roto the purpose Of Ehis sttldy to uncover the various in- 
terpretations of Black Power existing in the minds of 
black military personnel, and the authors' research of the 
literature yielded no studies addressed to such purpose. 
Therefore, the admittedly strong assumption that Black 
Power means the same thing to all black military personnel 
1s used in this study. 
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Black Power 





a Should blacks use any means necessary to gain equality 
and opportunity? Yes, No 

Vas ‘Does Black Power mean violence or non-violence to you? 
Violence, Non-Vrolence 

SY, Do you think Black Power is a good slogan? Yes, No_ 
4, Do you think the joining together of black people as 


a unified voice is the best way to achieve your goals? 











‘Yes » No 

ae Do you think Black Power isolates blacks and is harmful 
to the goals of the civil rights movement? Yes _, No 

of Should the Black Power movement be under the leadership 


of black leaders only or a colaition of black and white 
leaders? Black Only , Coalition 

es Do you think blacks voting in power blocs is necessary 
Poe hacks to gain more political antiluence? Yes, No... 
8. Which is more important to you, a black candidate or 
what a candidate represents? Black candidate ; 
Candidate platform 

9. If you had a choice, would you only vote for black 


candidates? Yes » No 





10. Do you feel that only blacks know the needs of the 


black community? Yes ,» No 





11. Do you think that Black Power is what is needed to as- 
Sure cles DlLack community Ot cCaqttality? Yes , No 


12. Do you support Black Power? Yes » No 
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13. Who in your opinion has done most for the leadership 
and organization of the Black Power movement? 
Stokely Carmichael , Bayard Rustin , or Martin Luther 


King, Jr., 


SSS SSS 


Questions concerning the black military persons' self- 
concept are as follows. Responses to these questions will 
be categorized and displayed as research findings, utilizing 
the data display format described earlier. Of additional 
interest to the authors, it what correlation (if any) may 
be drawn between the black military persons' knowledge and 


opinion of Black Power - and his self-concept. 


self-Concept 























ds Do you feel there is an equal and good chance for you 
to get ahead in the world today? Yes, No 

es Do you consider yourself a success or failure in the 
majority of things you do? Yes ____, No 

i, Do you feel you can do things as well as most people? 
nes NO 

4. Do you consider your opinions as valuable and important 
Bomaiy ONewecloc. 5S! eres uy, NG 

IF Do you feel you have a good deal to be proud of? 

Yes -. NO 

6. Dom GUsteCls yOUNATen a= person of worth, or at least on 


Mimcaudliowttneothnenrs an your pay grade and age bracket? 


Yes » No 








i- NECm OUD LGUG Or YOUr NMeCritage? Yes ,» No 
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ce Do you feel you have a positive attitude toward yourself? 








Yes » No 

9. On the whole, are you satisfied with yourself? Yes , 
No 

B. SAMPLE 


The study sample was obtained from one hundred forty 
nine personal interviews of black military service members. 
These interviews were conducted individually and responses 
‘recorded as such. This represents twenty-eight percent of 
the total black military community at a major military com- 
mand where the total black-white ratio is approximately 
one-tenth (ten percent of the total command personnel al- 
lowance is black). 

Interviewees ranged in enlisted pay grades from E-1 
(Recruit) through E-9 (Master Chief Petty Officer), and 
officer pay grades from 0-2 (Lieutenant Junior Grade) 
through 0-5 (Commander). The age span of enlisted person- 
nel was between eighteen and forty-one, for officers it 
Pomc twCceneewenty-three and thirty-seven. Of the total 
one hundred forty nine black military personnel interviewed, 


six were female and all six were enlisted service members. 


feo Ato? TCAL ANALYSIS 

Data correlation was accomplished utilizing a static/ 
variable display method whereby each question asked is sup- 
Ponbed bina Narrative e@rid: identified by a top-to-bottom 


Seale Of individual interviewee charactcristics (static), 
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Mneoetespolses to specific questions are portrayed horizon- 
tally beside the vertical charativiaistru scale (variable). 
Basically, Section One (Generai @etaj of the authors' 
three-part interview sheet was used to draft the vertical 
individual characteristic scale. Interviewee response data 
to Sections Two (Black Power) and Three (Self-Concept) was 
the basis for completing the horizontal portion of each 
summary sheet corresponding to specific questions asked. 
Picmre sult non etnis Gorrotattvon eirort allowed for por- 
traying response data by individual interviewee character- 


istics, both in number of like responses and percentages. 
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RESEARCH FINDINGS 


The statistical summary of the interview sample is as 


follows: 
Enlisted Officer 
Pay Grade Age Interviews Pay Grace Age ARS 
El - E3 Issa ZI 38 02 Te a 7a 5 
E4 19-24 37 03 LEN eI) 2 
ES Lins 24 04 Sic oe 4 
E6 ZO- se ZZ 05S 36-37 2 
E7 - E9 31-41 le _ 
Sub Total: 138 aka 
Sex 
Interviews Percent of the total 
Female 6 4% 
Male 143 96% 


Pratt Errect : 


Positive (because of selective service draft) - 56% joined Navy 


Negative (because of all volunteer service) - 44% joined Navy 
Educa t1.0N ; 
Eninsted Ofiveer Total 

Did Not Complete High School 16% 0% 15% 
Completed High School 84% 100% 85% 

Some College 18% 100% 24% 
tCelléege Vepree .01% 100% 09% 
Continuing Education 213 18% 21% 
Advanced Education 0% 18% 01% 
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Marital OoOtatus: 


Enlisted Officer Total 
Single: 51% 27% 50% 
Married: 49% 73% 50% 


Dependent Employment: 


(Members of the sample whose spouse is employed) 


Enlisted Officer Total 
68% 18% 64% 


Midiheronail Financial Ard: 


Enlisted Omer hot aa 
Moonlighting 35% - 32% 
Other = - - 
None 65% = 68% 


Responses to the following questions are analyzed in per- 
centages of positive and negative opinions. Comment pages 
follow most questions for purposes of further interpretation 
Buuinterviewee response; in those cases where the positive 
and negative responses to a specific question are considered 
adequate for reader interpretation, such comment pages would 


be superfluous, 
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Question: Do you think blacks should use any means necessary 


to gain equality and opportunitv? 








Pay Grade “INTETVLeWS es No 
Beles 38 | 71% 29% 
E4 Sf 51% 49% 
E5 24 17% 83% 
E6 | De 14% 86% 
le sles, iy = 100% 
02 3 67% 33% 
03 2 50% 50% 
04 4 - 100% 
05 Ma = 100% 
Total: 149 38% 62% 
Education 
Did Not Complete High School 22 59% 41% 
Completed High School 127 35% 65% 
Some College 36 14% 86% 
College Degree 13 23% 77% 
Continuing Education 54 6% 94% 
Advanced Education Z : 100% 
Additional Financial Aid 
Moonlighting 48 29% 71% 
Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 48 25% 75% 
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COMMENTS 


The age and education of the interviewees seemed to de- 
termine their responses to this question. Although the 
statistical summary of all interviewees indicated that 
sixty-two percent of black military personnel did not think 
that blacks should use any means necessary to gain equality 
and opportunity, seventy-one percent of the eighteen to 
twenty-one year old interviewees did think that blacks should 
resort to any means necessary to gain equality and oppor- 
tunity. Fifty-nine percent of those who did not complete 
high school considered “any means" necessary to gain equality 
and opportunity while only thirty-five percent of those with 
a high school education felt this way. In fact, a definite 
trend did exist among the educational levels of the inter- 
viewees responding in the negative to this question. Forty- 
one percent without a high school education did not consider 
"any means'' necessary to gain equality and opportunity. The 
higher the educational attainment, the greater the percentage 
BeSPonding In the negative to this question. Sixty-five per- 
cent of those who completed high school, eighty-six percent 
of those with some college work, seventy-seven percent of 
those holding college degrees, ninety-four percent of those 
continuing their education, and one-hundred percent of those 
Ween advanee@a education —- all responded in the negative re- 
garding the question whether blacks should resort to any 


Means nwecessary to gain "equality and opportunity. 
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Question: Does Black Power mean violence or non-violence 








to you? 
Non- 
Pay Grade Interviews Violence Violence 
E1-E3 38 92% 8% 
E4 a | 86% 14% 
ES 24 75% 25% 
E6 nts 59% 41% 
Sense, 17 35% 65% 
02 5 33% 67% 
03 2 - 100% 
04 4 75% 25% 
05 | 2) 100% - 
Total: 149 74% 26% 
Education 
Did Not Complete High School Ze 91% 9% 
Completed High School 127 70% 30% 
Some College 36 56% 44% 
College Degree 13 54% 46% 
Continuing Education 31 58% 42% 
Advanced Education . 2 50% 50% 
Additional Financial Aid 
Moonlighting | 48 77% 23% 
Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 48 67% SO: 
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COMMENTS 


An interesting result of the responses to the question 
of whether Black Power means violence or non-violence is 
found in the age brackets of the respondants. Ninety-two 
percent of eighteen to twenty-one year olds perceive Black 
Power to cConnotate violence. In fact, eighty-four percent 
of those under the age of twenty-five consider Black Power 
to mean violence. 

Responses to this question categorized by educational 
attainmnet also support a definite trend. The higher the 
percentage of "violence" responses, the lower the education- 
al attainment of the respondants. This is supported by the 
fact that ninety-one percent of those without a high school 
education consider Black Power to connotate violence while 
only seventy percent of those with a high school education 
and only fifty-four percent of those holding a college 


degree accept or perceive this philosophy. 
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Question: Do you think Black Power is a good slogan? 


Total: 


Pay Grade 
| A 5 

E4 

ES 

E6 
E7-E9 

02 

03 

04 

05 
Education 
Did Not Complete High School 
Completed High School 
peme. Col lege 
College Degree 
Continuing Education 
Advanced Education 
Additional Financial Aid 
Moonlighting 
Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 
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Interviews 


38 
37 
24 
22 
17 

3 
2 
4 
so) 
149 


ZZ 


48 


48 
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COMMENTS 


The age bracket of the interviewees does not seem the 
motivating factor in responding to the question of whether 
Black Power is considered a good slogan. However, there is 
a definite difference between responses given by the en- 
listed and officer communities. Sixty-four percent of 
black enlisted military personnel think Black Power is a 
good slogan while only twenty-seven percent of black mili- 
‘tary officers think likewise. 

There is also a definite correlation between educational 
attainment and responses given to this question. The lower 
the educational level of the respondant, the higher the per- 
centage who consider Black Power a good slogan. Conversely, 
Plesnigner the educational level of the respondant, the 
lower the percentage who consider Black Power to be a good 
slogan. This is supported by the research findings, where 
eightysix percent of those who did not complete high school 
thought Black Power to be a good slogan, while only fifty- 
Hine percent of those with a high school education and only 
Pititwoetone percent of those holding a college degree 


responded accordingly. 
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Question: Do you think the joining together of black people 


as a unified voice is the best way to achieve your goals? 





Pay Grade Interviews es No 
E1-E3 38 97% 3% 
E4 37 96% 4% 
ES 24 100% - 
E6 ZZ 100% = 
E7-E9 iy 94% 6% 
02 3 100% : 
03 2 100% ; 
04 | 4 100% : 
0S ees 50% 50% 
Total: 149 97% 3% 
Education 
Did Not Complete High School D2 100% = 
Completed High School eae 85% 15% 
Some College 36 86% 14% 
College Degree 13 85% 15% 
Comeimuine Education 5a | 90% 10% 
Advanced Education . 50% 50% 


PRecaatronat: Financial Aid 
Moonlighting 48 100% z 


Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 48 96% 4 


oe 


62 





Question: Do you think the Black Power movement isolates 


blacks and is harmful to the civil rights movement? 











Pay Grade Interviews Yes No 
|e of 38 3% 97% 
E4 Si 11% 89% 
ES 24 33% 67% 
E6 BGs 9% 91% 
E7-E9 a7 35% 65% 
02 5 - 100% 
03 2 50% 50% 
04 4 75% 25% 
05 a 100% = 
Total: 149 18% 82% 
Education 
Did Not Complete High School 22 - 100% 
Completed High School 127 42% 58% 
Some College 36 58% 42% 
College Degree iS 54% 48% 
Continuing Education esi 26% 74% 
Advanced Education 2 100% a 


Madi tional Financial Aid 


Moonlighting 48 31% 69% 


Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 48 19% 81% 
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COMMENTS 


Respondant age does not seem to be the motivating factor 
regarding responses given the question of whether the Black 
Power movement isolates blacks and is harmful to the civil 
rights movement. However, there is a strong contrast between 
responses given by the black enlisted and black officer 
communities. 

Only sixteen percent of black military enlisted person- 
nel think Black Power isolates blacks and is harmful to the 
Civil rights movement, but fifty-five percent of black mili- 
tary officers consider the Black Power movement a detriment 


to the growth of the civil rights movement. 
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Question: Should the Black Power movement be under the 
leadership of black leaders only or a coalition of black 


and white leaders? 


Black 
Pay Grade Interviews Only Coalition 
E1-E3 38 100% : 
E4 a7 100% ; 
E5 24 100% = 
E6 22 100% = 
'E7-E9 ey, 94% 6% 
02 3 100% = 
03 2 100% - 
04 4 100% : 
05 2° = 100% 
Total: 149 98% 2% 
Education 
Did Not Complete High School 22 100% : 
Completed High School AZT, 96% 4% 
Some College 36 — «89% 11% 
College Degree 13 85% 15% 
Continuing Education 31 | 90% 10% 
Advanced Education 2 50% 50% 
Additional Financial Aid 
Moonlighting 48 100% = 
Dependent Employment 


Wife/Husband Working 48 96% 4% 
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Question: Do you think blacks voting in power blocs is 


necessary for blacks to gain more political influence? 








Pay Grade Interviews Tes, No 
E1-E3 38 100% = 
E4 | 37 100% 2 
ES 24 100% = 
E6 ZZ 100% : 
ey ele 1 94% 6% 
02 3 100% ; 
03 2 100% : 
04 4 100% - 
0S _— - 100% 
Total: 149 98% 2% 

Education 
Did Not Complete High School i 100% = 
Completed High School iA 96% 4% 
Some College 36 89% 11% 
College Degree 13 85% 15% 
Contcanuine Education 31 90% 10% 
Advanced Education Z 50% 50% 


hadietwomae Financial Aid 
Moonlighting 48 100% : 


Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 48 


(© 
On 
avo 
— 
oe 
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COMMENTS 


Ninety-eight percent of all black military personnel in- 
terviewed think blacks voting in power blocs is necessary 
for blacks to gain more political influence. 

What is interesting about this response is how it strati- 
fies into the educational level categories. Eighty-five 
percent of those holding a college degree answered in the 
affirmative to the above question, but ninety-six percent 
of those with only a high school education and one-hundred 
percent of those without a high school education responded 


affirmatively. 
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Question: Which is more important to you; a black candi- 
date, or what a candidate represents? 


Black Candidate 





Pay Grade Interviews Candidate Platform 
Er 38 66% 34% 
E4 37 41% 59% 
ES 24 25% 75% 
E6 oe 18% | 82% 
E7~-E9 17 24% 76% 
02 3 100% : 
03 2 50% 50% 
04 4 - 100% 
a 2 2 : 100% 
Total: 149 39% 61% 
Education 
Did Not Complete High School ZZ 73% 27% 
Completed High School LZ 33% 67% 
Some College 36 33% 67% 
Coltece Hecree 13 31% 69% 
Continuing Education 31 32% 68% 
Advanced Education 2 = 100% 


AGdilciomal epinanciral Aid 


Moonlighting 48 35% 65% 


Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 48 29% 71% 
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COMMENTS 


When presented with the question of interviewee prefer- 
ence, a black candidate or a candidates' platform, forty 
percent of black enlisted military personnel indicated that 
a black candidate was more important to them than a candi- 
dates' platform and thirty-six percent of black military 
officers supported the same ideal. 

One interesting contrast that can be drawn from the 
research findings regarding this question is the difference 
between preferences of those who did not complete high 
school, and those who did. Only thirty-three percent of 
high school and college graduates prefer a black candidate 
over a candidates' platform, but seventy-three percent of 
those who did not complete high school support only a black 


candidate regardless of his platform. 
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Question: If you had a choice, would you only vote for 


black candidates? 








Pay Grade - Interviews Yes No 
Eal-E 3 38 68% 32% 
E4 oF 38% 62% 
ES , 24 25% 75% 
E6 72 18% 82% 
E7-E9 iy) 24% 76% 
02 3 - 100% 
03 Z 100% - 
04 4 - 100% 
05 =e ~ 100% 
| Total 149 38% 62% 
Education 
Did Not Complete High School Ze 73% 27% 
Completed High School 7 31% 69% 
Some College 36 22% 78% 
College Degree 13 15% 85% 
Toiemuine Education 5) 26% 74% 
Advanced Education Z - 100% 


Rddutional Financial Aid 


Moonlighting 48 33% 67% 


Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 48 27% 73% 
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COMMENTS 


This question regarding voting preference was utilized 
at a different stage during the interview for the purpose 
of determining what percentage difference, if any, would re- 
sult between responses to the previous question concerning 
a black candidate or a candidates' platform and a choice 
between black and white candidate. 

Research findings indicate no appreciable percentage 
difference in interviewee response to the two questions. 
If given a choice, thirty-eight percent of black military 
personnel are going to be more color conscious in voting 


than candidate platform conscious. 
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Question: Do you feel that only blacks know the needs of 


the black community? 


Pay Grade Interviews Yes No_ 
EL-ES 38 100% - 
E4 S77 100% - 
ES | 24 100% - 
E6 150d 100% - 
oy fae =, 17 100% - 
02 3 100% - 
04 2 100% - 
04 4 100% - 
05 _ 4 1006 _-_ 
Total: 149 100% - 
Education 
Did Not Complete High School Ze 100% - 
Completed High School Z7, 1006 - 
Some College 36 100% - 
College Degree as 100% - 
Conmetanuine Education oul 100% - 
Advanced Education 2 100% - 


AGgavivonal Financial Aid 


Moonlighting 48 100% - 


Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 48 100% 


(oA 





Question: Do you think that Black Power is what is needed 


to assure the black community of equality? 








Pay Grade Interviews Yes No 
E1-E3 38 87%) 13% 
E4 37 60% 40% 
ES 24 58% 42% 
E6 22 43% 55% 
E7-E9 17 24% 76% 
02 3 100% = 
03 Is 100% = 
04 4 50% 50% 
05 a = 100% 
Total: ~ 149 60% 40% 
Education 
Did Not Complete High School Ze 82% 18% 
Completed High School 127 57% 43% 
Some College 36 50% 50% 
College Degree 13 62% 38% 
Continuing Education of 32% 68% 
Advanced Education 2 100% 


Additional Financial Aid 


Moonlighting 48 58% 42% 


Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 48 54% 46% 
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COMMENTS 


There is a definite correlation.between the responses 
given this question and the age bracket of the interviewee. 
Sree seven pereent of black military personnel under the 
age of thirty five responded affirmatively to the question 
of whether they considered Black Power to be what was needed 
to assure the black community of equality. For the "over 
thirty-five" age bracket, only thirty-two percent responded 
affirmatively. 

Another definite correlation may be made between re- 
sponses given this question and the educational level of 
the interviewee. Eighty-two percent of the black military 
personnel without a high school educaticn responded posi- 
tively to this question, compared with a positive response 
of only fifty-eight percent of black military personnel 


holding a high school diploma or college degree. 
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Question: Do you support Black Power? 


Pay Grade 
El-ES 

E4 | 

ES 

E6 
E7-E9 

02 

03 

04 

05 

Total: 

Education 
Did Not Complete High chee 
Cempleted High School 
Some College 
Volnkecesvearee 
Continuing Education 
Advanced Education 
Additional Financial Aid 
Moonlighting 
Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 


(Es 


Interviews 


38 
37 
24 
De: 
17 


48 


48 











COMMENTS 


Age, maturity, or both seemed teebe ‘the criteria inter- 
Viewee response was based upon when presented with the ques- 
tion, "Do you support Black Power?" 

Seventy-four percent of black military personnel under 
the age of thrity-five indicated they support Black Power, 
while only forty-two percent over the age of thirty-five 
responded accordingly. 

There was only slight (if any) correlation between re- 
sponse given this question and the educational level of the 


interviewee. 
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Question: Who in your opinion has done most for the leader- 


ship and organization of the Black Power movement? 


Martin 
Stokely Bayard Luther 
Pay Grade Interviews Carmichael Rustin King, Jr. 
ELE 3 38 37% = 63% 
E4 | 37 40% - 60% 
ES 24 29% 4% 67% 
E6 22 23% - 77% 
EEG V7 41% = 59% 
02 3 67% = 33% 
03 2 50% = 50% 
04 4 50% - 50% 
05 2 50% - 508 
Total: 149 36% 1% 63% 
Education 
Did Not Complete High 
Secnoo! 22 14% ; 86% 
Completed High School 127 41% 1% 58% 
Some College 36 58% 2 42% 
College Degree 13 O20 = 38% 
Continuing Education Sa 65% = 35% 
Advanced Education 2 5 0.% = 50% 
Additional Financial Aid 
Moonlighting 48 77% = 23% 
Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 48 73% - 27% 
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COMMENTS 


The response to this question was most revealing regard- 
ing interviewee knowledge of Black Power leaders. 

Of the three leaders to choose among, only one (Stokely 
Carmichael) was ever involved in the organization and lea- 
dership of the Black Power movement. Bayard Rustin leads 
the opposition to the Black Power movement, stating it iso- 
lates blacks and is harmful to the goals of the civil rights 
“movement. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was the leader of 
the American civil rights movement and was not affiliated 
in any way with the organization and leadership of the 
Black Power movement. 

Yet, sixty-three percent of black military personnel 
indicated that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. had done most 
HOmmEne black £Fower movement... One percent of the inter- 
viewees voted for Bayard Rustin, and only thirty-six percent 
actually tied the leadership of Black Power to Stokely 
Carmichael. 

This finding gives credence to the assertion that one 
of the major problems facing the Black Power movement is 


the problem of effective leadership. 
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Question: Do you feel there is an equal and good chance 


for you to get ahead in the werid tede x? 





Pay Grade Interviews Nes No 
E1-E3 38 16% 84% 
E4 37 30% 70% 
BS | 24 71% 29% 
E6 Gz 91% 9% 
E7-E9 17 100% - 
02 3 67% 33% 
03 2 100% : 
04 4 100% - 
05 pe 100% ; 
Total: 149 54% 46% 
Education 
Did Not Complete High School LZ 32% 68% 
Completed High School eae 71% 29% 
Some College 36 81% 19% 
College Degree 13 92% 8% 
Continuing Education ol 81% 19% 
Advanced Education 2 100% : 


Addpteronal Financial Aid 
Moonlighting 48 56% 44% 


Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 48 73% 27% 
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COMMENTS 


Interviewee response to this question was predicated 
more on age than pay grade. Seventy-six percent of black 
Military personnel under the age of twenty-five do not feel 
there is an equal and good chance for them to get ahead in 
the world today, as compared to only thirteen percent over 
the age of twenty-five who feel the same way. 

There is also a relationship between the responses given 
‘this question and the educational levelof the interviewee. 
Sixty-eight percent of black military personnel without a 
high school education do not feel there is an equal and good 
chance to get ahead in the world today as compared with only 
twenty-seven percent of black military personnel holding a 


high school diploma or college degree. 
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Question: Do you consider yourself a success or failure in 


the majority of things you do? 


Pay Grade Interviews Success Failure 
Er 5 38 97% 3% 
Ea 37 97% 3% 
ES 24 100% : 
E6 | 22 100% - 
E7-E9 | iY, 100% - 
02 5 100% = 
03 2 100% = 
04 4 100% - 
05 _ 2 100% _ 
Total 149 99% 1% 
Education 
Did Not Complete High School Jas 91% 9% 
Completed High School Alay) 100% oe 
Some College 36 100% = 
Colleve Weoree 13 100% : 
Continuo ebducation 31 100% 
Advanced Education Z 100% = 


Addulerondal Financial Aid 


Moonlighting 48 100% = 


Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 48 100% = 


8 1- 


- _ = 





COMMENTS 


A definite correlation between responses given this 
question and both the age and educational level of the in- 
Berviewee exists. | 

Five percent of black military personnel under the age 
of twenty-five do not consider themselves a success in the 
majority of things they do. Two of this five percent were 


black military personnel who did not complete high school. 
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Question: Do you feel you can do things as well as most 


people? 

Pay Grade Interviews Nes: No 

E1-E3 | 38 = (i s1008St—é«S 
E4 ey) 100% : 
ES ji 24 100% = 
E6 ZZ 100% = 

E7-E9 ay 100% z 
02 6) 100% = 
03 2 100% ; 
04 | 4 100% : 
05 4 1006 8 = 

Total 149 100% : 

Education 

Did Not Complete High School Ze - 100% : 

Completed High School 127 100% ; 

Some College 36 100% = 

College Degree AS 100% = 

Contamuine Education ee! 100% = 

Advanced Education Z 100% : 

Additional Financial Aid 

Moonlighting 48 100% : 

Dependent Employment 

Wife/Husband Working 48 100% : 
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Question: Do you consider your opinions as valuable and 


important as anyone else's? 


Pay Grade Interviews Yes No 
EAE 3 38 100% : 
E4 37 100% 
ES 24 100% : 
E6 . 22 100% : 
Eye 17 100% - 
02 3 100% ‘ 
03 Z 100% = 
04 4 100% = 
05 _2 100% = 
Total: 149 100% 
Education 
Did Not Complete High School 22 1003 - 
Completed High School LAR 100% = 
Some College | 36 100% = 
College Degree Le 100% ° 
Continuing Education ay 100% = 
Advanced Education 2 100% : 


Raecrtronal Financial Aid 


Moonlighting 48 100% = 


Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 48 100% = 
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Question: Do you feel you have a good deal to be proud of? 


Pay Grade Interviews SS. No 
EE 38 : 100% : 
E4 37 100% 2 
DS 24 100% = 
E6 | Pe 100 - 
E7-E9 Ly 100% = 
02 3 100% = 
03 2 100% - 
04 4 100% - 
05 ei 100% 
Total: 149 100% 
Education 
Did Not Complete High School 72 100% z 
Completed High School eA 100% m 
Some College 36 100% - 
College Degree 13 100% = 
Continuing Education Sl 100% : 
Advanced Education 2 100% : 


Amel t Towa rt inanecilal Aid 


Moonlighting 48 100% : 


Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 48 100% = 
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Question: Do you feel you are a person of worth, or at 


least on an equal with others in your pay grade and age 


bracket? 

Pay Grade Interviews ves No 

Fal ES 38 100% = 
E4 37 100% = 
ES 24 100% = 
E6 Ze 100% = 

E7-E9 . 17 100% = 
02 3 100% = 
Ue 2 100% - 
04 4 100% - 
05 es 100% : 

Total: 149 100% 

Education 

Did Not Complete High School 27 100% = 

Completed High School eZ, 100% = 

Some College 36 100% 

College Degree 13 100% - 

Continuing Education 31 100% = 

Advanced Education Z 100% = 

Additional Financial Aid 

Moonlighting 48 100% = 

Dependent Employment 

Wife/Husband Working 48 100% 
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Question: Are you proud of your heritage? 


Pay Grade 
E1-E3 


E4 
ES 
E6 
by E9 
02 
03 
04 
05 


Education 

Did Not Complete High School 
Completed High School 

some College 

vomlbece Neorec 

Continuing Education 
Advanced Education 
Additional Financial Aid 
Moonlighting 


Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband 
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Interviews 


38 
37 
24 
Ze 
ay 


a2, 


48 


48 


100% 


100% 





Question: Do you feel you have a positive attitude toward 


yourself? 

Pay Grade Interviews WOR No 

E1-£3 38 100% ? 
E4 37 100% = 
ES | 24 100% : 
E6 Ze 100% - 

E7~-E9 Ly, 100% : 
02 3 100% = 
03 2 100% : 
04 | 4 100% - 
05 oe 100% : 

Total: 149 100% 

Education 

Did Not Complete High School ZZ 100% z 

Completed High School IWAt, 100% 

Some College 36 100% : 

College Degree 13 — 100% - 

Continuing Education 31 100% : 

Advanced Education 2 100% : 

Additional Financial Aid | 

Moonlighting 48 100% : 

Dependent Employment 

Wife/Husband Working 48 100% = 
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Question: On the whole, are you satisfied with yourself? 


Pay Grade Interviews Mes No _ 
EJ-E3 38 100% ; 
EA 7 100% : 
E5 24 100% = 
E6 22 100% : 
E7-E9 17 100% = 
02 3 100% ; 
03 2 100% = 
04 4 1003 - 
05 2G 100% = 
Total 149 100% 
Education 
Did Not Complete High School 22 100% = 
Completed High School 127 100% = 
Some College | 36 100% - 
Correce Dererce 13 100% = 
Continuing Education 31 100% = 
Advanced Education 2 100% : 


Addutctonais Panancial Aad 


Moonlighting 48 100% = 


Dependent Employment 
Wife/Husband Working 48 100% = 
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V. INTERPRETATION, DISCUSSION AND SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS 


A. INTERPRETATION 

Black military personnel support many of the goals of 
the Black Power movement, but it is also the authors' 
opinion that this support would be prevalent regardless of 
hames given to a specific black movement. This opinion is 
Supported by the fact that ninety-seven percent of black 
military personnel interviewed consider the joining to- 
gether of black people as a unified voice the best way to 
achieve their goals, ninety-eight percent believe that 
blacks voting in power blocs is necessary for blacks to 
gain more political influence, and one-hundred percent be- 
lieve that only blacks know the needs of the black community. 
But these are conventional goals of Black America. They 
did not surface because of any specific movement or owe 
their genesis to any specific leader. The Black Power move- 
ment capitalized upon these feelings of need and unity, and 
PmOGcCeGcCdmiullLther todetine specitic objectives, some of 
Witehieadte Supported by the majority enblack Amerrea and 
SOmesarewlou. [hose few Unique goals of Black Power re- 
cco nsUpport trom Black» America are also reflected in the 
SiO inuet by Dlack mt hitany personnel; ninety-e€ight per- 
Pcie clatiat ther black Power movement should be under the 
Teadersnap of black leeders only and not e coalition of 
black and white leaders, and eighty-two percent do not con- 
sider the Black Power movement isolates blacks and is harmful 


to the civil rights movement. 
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Perhaps the greatest contribution Black Power could be 
credited with concerns the self-concept of Black America. 
The Black Power movement has been a tatalyst to harbored 
black emotion. It was the raised fist at first, now blacks 
raise their heads in pride. While only fifty-four percent 
of black military personnel feel there is an equal or good 
chance for them to get ahead in the world today; ninety-nine 
percent consider themselves a success and one-hundred per- 
cent feel they can constructively contribute to society as 
well as anyone else. Both the Black Power and civil rights 
movements can be credited with the high degree of unre- 
strained emotionalism regarding the self-concept in blacks 
today. This is also reflected in the authors' sample of 
black military personnel where one-hundred percent responded 
affirmatively as to whether blacks value their opinions as 
valuable as anyone else's, whether they believe to be per- 
sons of worth, whether they are proud of their heritage and 
whether they have a positive attitude towards themselves. 
But at this point, the communication of Black Power objec- 
tives between Black Power leaders and Black America seem to 
break down. 

Black Power leaders have gone to great effort defining 
the meaning and objectives of Black Power im a variety of 
literature media; however, this effort has mot been totally 
suceessiul in prejecting these “valwes" to the entire black 
community. While there is a definite consensus among Black 
Power lead@rs that the Black Power movement is one of non- 


violence, seventy-eight percent of black military personnel 
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interviewed conceive Black Power to connotate violence. Al- 
though ninety-eight percent of black military personnel be- 
lieve voting in power blocs is necessary for blacks to gain 
more political influence, only thirty-eight percent would 
vote for a black candidate if given a choice between a black 
and white candidate. In fact, sixty-one percent of the 
sample consider a candidate's platform more important than 
the candidate color. This "communication gap" could account 
for why only sixty-eight percent of black military personnel 
support Black Power and why only sixty-two percent think 
Black Power is a good slogan. 

Interview responses by black military personnel'in pay 
grades El through E4 (ages eighteen to twenty-four) varied 
without excertion from the interview responses of those in 
higher pay grades (typically older in age and involved in 
"moonlight" employment). 

It could be concluded that maturity results in increased 
awareness of both sides of an issue. This would account for 
any difference in response by age group or pay grade cate- 


gories. 


Bee eocuioo LON 
The genesis of the Black Power concept is tied closely 
with the ideas of abolitionist Frederick Douglass. Although 
Douglass is not credited with Black Power organization, his 
ideas are certainly linked in a most formative manner. 
"Power concedes nothing faut demand; 1t awever 


has and never will. Find out just what people will 
diretiyesupmit to, and you have discovered the exact 


he 





measure of injustice and wrong which will be imposed 

upon them and these will continue until they are re- 

Sisted with either words, or blows, or both. The 

limits of tryants are prescribed by the endurance of 

those whom they oppress." 

Perhaps the most fundamental aspect of Black Power is 
the collective assertion of ability, desire, and need to 
re-arrange institutional structures. Black leaders believe 
these institutional structures must be remade to meet the 
needs of blacks in America. Blacks also agree that the 
white majority in America, through the process of discrimina- 
tion for a period of almost two-hundred years, has benefited 
from a substrata of lesser enfranchised minority groups. 
During this period, minority groups have achieved varying 
degrees of economic, political, educational, and social 
gains through the gradual social, judicial and legislative 
evolution towards equality of opportunity. The evolution- 
ary process, although painfully slow to the affected minority 
groups, did have a beneficial secondary result - the white 
majority generally did not perceive themselves threatened 
by the gains achieved by the minority. These gains made by 
the minority were not achieved solely at the expense of the 
majority; their gains were, for the most part, incorporated 
into a growing America, i1.e., the physical size, population, 
economy, and number of minority groups were steadily in- 


creasing and thus had minimal impact on the majority. 


3b rederick Douglass, quoted by MelviljJe J. Herskovits, 
HigettteoummticaNcero ast, Btacon Press, 1970. 
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Blacks were (and still are) gaining rights to equality 
and opportunity, but the civil rights process is slow. Black 
Power provided a catapult effect regarding the black per- 
spective - pride in heritage and capability. It is these 
personal qualities (black perspective) that blacks now pride 
themselves in and gives momentum to any movement promising 
institutional structure change .°* 

Black Power can be considered a parallel movement within 
the general confines of the civil rights movement - but 
without the current legislative support or considerations. 
Black Power is identified by more "emotional fervor" and 
"demanding" than what would be considered normal tactics 
under the civil rights movement. Although the civil rights 
movement is concerned with the general welfare, equality, 
Opportunity, and future of minorities in America (primarily 
blacks), it is Black Power that is totally a black movement. 
It was conceived, is led, and is supported only be members 
of the black community. Black Power goals are both short 
run and long range. Short run in the sense of a self-con- 
cept, 1.e., pride in blackness and the need for unity or 
togetherness. The long range ideals would be the political 


and economic impact such a movement could wield within an 


7 most interesting observation regarding the leadcrship 
of the Black Power movement based upon the Research Findings 
PoeeitemsiXty-tvoepereent of black military personnel think 
blidehweewer 1s 2 mood sillopan, cilenty-two percent féecl the 
Bitck VoOweremovement 1s not harmtul to the goals of the civil 
rights movement, sixty-eight percent actually support the 
COmiswOemaloech ower, - yet only thirty-six percent of the 
MLorvwmleyerespondants could relate Stokely Carmichael to thé 
Weadership of the Black Power movement. In fact, sixty-three 
pereent thought Martin Luther King, Jr. was the most dynamic 


leader of the Black Power movement. 
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integrated society. Of course, this is almost totally de- 
pendent upon dynamic leadership, which thus far, has not 
proven cohesive enough to enjoy the complete backing and 


Support of Black America. 


C. SUMMARY CONCLUSIONS 

In varying degrees, the Negro civil rights movement in 
the United States has been going on for over sine hundred 
years and constitutes an important element in the overall 


OS eeihiaie 


struggle of the black man for individual freedom. 
progress toward greater Negro civil rights was considerable 
between 1940 and 1960, many blacks stated that the rate of 


Change was much too slow, °° 


These people then advocated a 
departure from the normal procedure of attempting to per- 
Suade American society through judicial and legislative 
means to restructure or re-arrange race barriers within so- 
ciety to accommodate the needs, talents, and capabilities 
of the black man,°/ 
During the mid-1960's, Stokely Carmichael spearheaded 
the move to challenge the legitimacy and authority of the 
white majority regarding individual rights of Black America. 


OF need enceme! Racism in American Society, NAVPERS 
siztovele is. Government Printine Office, 19753. 


68charles EO e aman Poems? t. 


©’ Stokely fmwnienwacteanad Charles Hamilton, ep. czt. 
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Carmichael extracted from the civil rights platform those 
goals he considered most condrciwe.tc-iigh. pressure tactics 
and appealed to Black America*to°-jsin‘tsgether, exhibit 
pride in their blackness and to organize themselves within 
their respective communities on a color basis for social 


68 Thus, Black Power took on the form 


and economic reasons. 
of a movement. 

Black Power. with its emotional attraction, is considered 
the necessary tool for applying additional pressure upon what- 
ever segment of society deemed appropriate by the leaders of 
Black Power - to create (or expand) attention to the needs 
of Black America. 

However, the Black Power movement is not blessed with 
the same judicial and legislative support enjoyed by the 
civil rights Roy eticte: Even without this support, it has 
contributed greatly to the self-image or self-concept of 
Black America. In a sense, the Black Power movement re- 
defined "blackness," stressing its positive aspects and using 
it to unite the black community with a feeling of brotherhood. °” 

This feeling of brotherhood and improved self-concept of 
thewolack Man 3S Supported by the research fandings in this 
thesis. One hundred percent of black military personnel in- 
terviewed responded positively that they feel they can do 


things as well as most people, that they consider their 


opinions as valuable and important as anyone else's, that 
68 | . 
Proyvdetitgmeenr, "op. eve. 


oO Grambs, OD Bert. 
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they have a great deal to be proud of, that they feel they 
are persons of worth - at least on an equal with others in 
their pay grade, that they are proud of their heritage, that 
they have a positive attitude towards themselves, and that 
they are satisfied with themselves. 

The major organizational problem of Black Power is that 
of effective leadership. There are many advocates of the 
movement and many who speak out in opposition to Black Power. 
Black America is left in a position of having to identify 
with someone they consider to be in a leadership capacity. 
This lack of knowledge on the part of Black America or the 
ineptness on the part of Black Power leaders to decide upon 
a single spokesman is reflected in interviewee response to 
the question, "Who in your opinion has done most for Black 
Power organization and leadership - Stokely Carmichael, 
Doavardenuscimn-esor Ur. Martin Luther King, Jr.<° Only thirty- 
Six percent could tie Stokely Carmichael to the Black Power 
movement, and sixty-three percent indicated that Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. had done most for the Black Power movement. 

This is obvious confusion among Black America regarding 
who occupies the leadership role in the Black Power movement 
has also had adverse effects concerning certain Black Power 
poolceemelack owen Veaders have exerted much effort to con- 
Vevyecoumbimdeh America that Black Power 1s a non-violent move- 
ment. However, the research findings in this thesis indicate 
Pitimecvemny Olece percent Of the eighteen to twenty-one year 


old black military member supports the use of any means 
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necessary for blacks to gain equality and opportunity, and 
ninety-two percent consider the. RJack Power movement as one 


of violence. 


D. RECOMMENDATIONS 

Black Power has provided an emotional escape for many 
black military personnel. To be effective, todays' Naval 
Officer Cannot Etond to be void in the objectives of any 
black or minority movement, specifically the civil rights 
and Black Power movements. Black people are constituting a 
haGpeer percentage of the military work force, either as 
military members or as civil service employees within the 
Department of Defense. Effective managers must be concerned 
with techniques of employee motivation towards established 
policy and objectives, but until the needs of employees 
[real OF Perceived) are met, Organizational goal congruence 
will be most difficult. 

Naval Officers and military managers must share the 
burden of gaining an increased awareness of minority prob- 
lems. Much depends upon the individual attitude of the 
Naval leader on the scene and his sincerity in attempting 
to maintain a stable work force necessary to accommodate 
his assigned mission. There are no quick solutions to this 
Peomlenpwtor It involves an andividual search of one‘s at- 
titude in both the leader and employee. An acceptance of 
attitude, or at least a knowledge of the motivation behind 
such attitudes, is a prerequisite to workable military 


leader/employee relationships. 
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To best describe what the Navy is faced with regarding 
race and its potential explosive reprocussions, the following 
event 1s presented for descriptive purposes and also as a 
recommended method of solution with minorities or minority 
organizations. 
| On July 10, 1970, four black Waves were arrested for 
assault upon a fifth at the Great Lakes Naval Base. This 
was only one of twenty six such incidents occurring during 
the previous two month period. Through a series of miscom- 
munication, misquotes, and sensationalizing by the media, the 
Great Lakes Naval Base was viewed as a breeding ground for 
race riots, 

Of particular interest is the manner and method by which 
the Base Commander proceded to return stability to a shaken 
and factionated command. 

The Chief of Naval Personnel was immediately made aware 
of the situation and was requested to provide assistance in 
the form of a race relations team. In retrospect, it was not 
the "knowledge" possessed by the team members as much as it 
was the "presence" of a race relations team onboard the 
Base - that provided the catalyst that made it possible to 
begin an aggressive, positive program to solve the Base race 
relations problem. The team was comprised of seven blacks 
and six whites, who immediately sct up court to hear the 
"gripes" of the Base members. Gripes ranged from pay problems 
fOr thalcwent personne! to the availability of Afro products 
Sold@inmeneceNavy Exchange, A Side -efttect of this race rela- 


tons t@amertort was in the form of several in-depth articles 


a 
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on race relations appearing in major Chicago newspapers. Re- 
POntLers were even invited to conduct interviews with Base 
Sailors to discuss what was being undertaken in an effort to 
improve previous conditions. In all cases, the newspapers 
roae accurate and objective and stressed one central theme: 
“The Navy is aware that it has a possible problem and is 
taking immediate steps to correct it.'' Two daily newspapers 
concluded their articles by observing, "We applaud the Navy 
for its prompt action, but what appeared to be a critical 
problem may not have been." 

Within one week after the arrival of the race relations 
team, a 15-point master plan to improve race relations was 
already on the drawing board and about to become a reality. 
Stability had returned to the Great Lakes Naval Base, but 
it is the authors' opinion that the pivot point around which 
the highly volitile race problems subsided was due primarily 
to the complete openness and sincerity of the Base Commander, 
Rear Admiral Draper L. Kauffman. During the midst of the 
race relations trauma, Admiral Kauffman received the follow- 
ing letter from a black friend: 

"Because I am black, I think I wowld be less in- 
elined to generalize and perhaps might search for an 
understandine of the cContliets that black men face 
atuemptine LO Iwndoectrinate themselves. into a white 
structure (such as the Navy) under such trying times as 
those confused with black pride and racial identity. 


Witte envi neomtOureteover lsethe need for a balance 
of thinking which may or may not be needed on your 


pert. “lm assuming, perhaps erroneously, that all of 
MOoUr advisors, your best friends, the people» that you 
Most .OLtem associate with are white... And, as in the 


MmiMivueaildlysisS  alh deeisions rest im your hands, per- 
haps it would be best for you to develop some kind of 

Understanding with intelligent black men whom you re- 

Spect and Prespect vou.” 
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The Admiral replied: 


mrourwletter, | am Sorry to say, certainly hit 
the target. As you pointed out, my most serious 
problem is putting myself in the shoes - or in the 
mind - of a man or woman whose background and way 
of thinking are completely different from mine. 
I am white, as are practically all of my friends. 
Though never rich, we have never lacked money for 
anything important. I have never been barred from 
deueStaunane, meyer Madi to explain, on try to ex- 
plain, to my children why they couldn't use a par- 
ticular toilet, never had to approach a real estate 
dealer with a worry as to how much extra my skin 
color would cost me or in what areas I might not 
be welcome. My children have had excellent educa- 
tions and have never been subjected to taunts of 
other children, etc. Yet, I have a serious re- 
sponsibility to understand people whese background 
may be completely opposite to most of ail of the 
above characteristics. It is absolutely essential 
that I ensure an equal break for all of these people 
and not just an even break according to cold, written 
regulations. Let's face it, these regulations have 
been written by men with backgrounds similar to my 
own. When they are applied to people of completely 
different backgrounds, we face a real problem. On 
the one hand, we must interpret these rules in terms 
that are fair and understanding of different ways 
of thinking. On the other hand, we hawe a military 
organization that must treat everyone equally. I 
Sincerely believe that this conflict can be resolved 
but it certainly is not, and will not, be easy.''/0 


In summary, the authors' recommend the Naval Officer must 
assume the responsibility to develop a sense of empathy so 
as to produce workable attitudes consistemt with the Naval 
mission, and the need of minorities to develop a realistic 
and acceptable self-image. In addition, the Naval Officer 
must develop the necessary knowledge so he may understand 


and work with the psychological and sociological motivation 


McDR Weatieaeitee UoN, “seven Days ian July," United 
StatessNaval institute Proceedings, 98: 38-41, January 1972. 


LOW 





of minority groups. Finally, the Navy must be willing to 
contribute resources to aid cultural integration within the 
services by providing educational opportunities to all on 
the requirements and nature of pluralistic society, and by 


permitting artifacts necessary to racial identity. 
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